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Precept Letter 
 

Dear Resident, 
 

Setting both the budget and precept is probably the most      
important decision taken by a town or parish council. The      
precept set by a town council is small compared to the level of 
Council Tax set by Milton Keynes Council (MKC) or the charge 
levied by the Police and Crime Commissioner for the Thames 
Valley. It is nevertheless important that you hear about the   
precept and the thinking behind the figure that has been set. 
For the year 2021/22, I am pleased to report that, despite MKC 
reducing the Council Tax Base (the number of homes the       
precept is spread between), the Town Council has agreed not to 
raise the precept, recognising that the financial circumstances of 
many parishioners are precarious and that our level of reserves 
means that we can cover any additional expenditure next year 
without an increase. 
 

The figures for our income and expenditure are set out below. 
 

Income 

 
 

Expenditure 

 

Code Details Amount 
111000000000 PPPrrreeeccceeepppttt £££222111999,,,888666999...000000 

1005 LCTS Grant £7,069.00 

111000111000 BBBaaannnkkk IIInnnttteeerrreeesssttt RRReeeccceeeiiivvveeeddd £££111000000...000000 

1011 Dividend Received £0.00 

111000111555 FFFlllooorrraaalll FFFeeeaaatttuuurrreeesss £££333888555...000000 

1025 Landscaping Grant £55,246.00 

111000333000 GGGrrraaannntttsss &&& DDDooonnnaaatttiiiooonnnsss RRReeeccceeeiiivvveeeddd £££000...000000 

1040 Farmers Market Income £1,275.00 

111000444555 AAAlllllloootttmmmeeennnttt RRReeennntttsss --- WWWooolllvvveeerrrtttooonnn RRRddd £££333,,,000666000...000000 

1046 Allotment Rents - London Rd £714.00 

111000444777 AAAlllllloootttmmmeeennnttt RRReeennntttsss --- BBBooouuunnndddaaarrryyy CCCrrreee £££999111888...000000 

1050 Newsletter Sales £0.00 

111000666000 SSSpppooonnnsssooorrrssshhhiiippp --- SSStttooonnnyyy iiinnn BBBllloooooommm £££333000000...000000 

1066 Big Lunch Income £0.00 

111000666777 AAAppppppllleee DDDaaayyy IIInnncccooommmeee £££333000000...000000 

1069 Town Fayre £0.00 

111000888000 555---777 CCChhhuuurrrccchhh SSSttt IIInnncccooommmeee £££333,,,555000000...000000 

1090 Miscellaneous Receipts: PWLB 
Loan if drawn down for project 

£150,000.00 

 TTToootttaaalll eeexxxpppeeecccttteeeddd IIInnncccooommmeee £££444444222,,,777333666...000000 
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2. 

Code Details Amount 
444000222111 IIInnnttteeerrrnnneeettt SSSeeerrrvvviiiccceee £££444777777...000000 
4025 Room Hire £255.00 
444000333000 IIInnnsssuuurrraaannnccceee £££888111000...000000 
4033 Elections Costs (n/a as included in 

MKC election 2021) 
£0.00 

444000333555 DDDooommmaaaiiinnn LLLiiiccceeennnccceee £££777888...000000 
4040 Internal audit £295.00 
444000444111 EEExxxttteeerrrnnnaaalll AAAuuudddiiittt £££888111666...000000 
4045 Training £1,500.00 
444000444666 CCCooonnnfffeeerrreeennnccceeesss --- CCCooouuunnnccciiilll RRRuuunnn £££111000333...000000 
4047 Conferences - External £643.00 
444000555000 PPPuuubbbllliiiccciiitttyyy £££555000000...000000 
4055 Office Equipment £0.00 
444000666555 FFFiiinnnaaannnccceee SSSoooffftttwwwaaarrreee £££333888888...000000 
4067 Computer software & licenses £3,060.00 
444000777000 SSStttaaatttiiiooonnneeerrryyy &&& PPPooossstttaaagggeee £££333555777...000000 
4080 Bank Charges £0.00 
444111000000 MMMeeemmmbbbeeerrrssshhhiiipppsss £££111,,,666333222...000000 
4150 Newsletter/Publishing £7,446.00 
444111555222 WWWeeebbbsssiiittteee £££111222222...000000 
4160 Elected Members Allowances £5,841.00 
444111777000 CCCiiivvviiiccc BBBuuudddgggeeettt £££333000...000000 
4200 Toilets  Maintenance £18,400.00 
444222111000 TTToooiiillleeetttsss  RRReeessseeerrrvvveeesss £££000...000000 
4250 Dog bins £6,495.00 
444222555111 LLLiiitttttteeerrr BBBiiinnnsss £££777111444...000000 
4253 Landscape Contract £55,246.00 

444222555555 LLLiiitttttteeerrr PPPiiiccckkkiiinnnggg £££111,,,666333222...000000 
4260 Farmers Market £800.00 
444222666666 CCCrrraaaffftttiiinnnggg fffooorrr CCChhhaaannngggeee £££000...000000 
4300 Annual Community Award £100.00 
444333555000 555---777 CCChhhuuurrrccchhh SSSttt £££444666,,,000000000...000000 
4351 5-7 Church Street Improvements (if 

project goes ahead and PWLB loan 
drawn down) 

£150,000.00 

444444000111 JJJuuunnniiiooorrr YYYooouuuttthhh CCCllluuubbb YYYHHH £££666,,,999333666...000000 
4402 Senior Youth Club £4,488.00 
444444000666 BBBiiiggg LLLuuunnnccchhh £££000...000000 
4414 NHP Initiatives £0.00 
444444111555 FFFlllooorrraaalll FFFeeeaaatttuuurrreeesss £££777,,,000000000...000000 
4416 SIB - Sponsorship Costs £31.00 
444444111999 AAAppppppllleee DDDaaayyy £££111,,,555000000...000000 
4420 Allotments - Wolverton Rd £1,530.00 
444444222222 AAAlllllloootttmmmeeennntttsss --- BBBooouuunnndddaaarrryyy CCCrrreeesssccceeennnttt £££111,,,222222444...000000 
4425 Capital Borrowing - BC Allots £2,708.00 
444444222888 PPPlllaaayyy SSSeeessssssiiiooonnnsss £££666,,,444222777...000000 
4430 Mortimer Park £0.00 
444444333222 WWWooolllvvveeerrrtttooonnn RRReeeccc PPPlllaaayyy PPPaaarrrkkk PPPrrrooojjj £££000...000000 
4450 Grants £7,100.00 
444444666000 CCCiiivvviiiccc IIInnniiitttiiiaaatttiiivvveeesss £££444,,,222555000...000000 
4461 Town Fayre £0.00 
444555555000 PPPuuubbbllliiiccc AAArrrttt PPPrrrooojjjeeecccttt --- HHHaaayyyeeesss MMMeeewww £££000...000000 

 Total expected Expenditure £442,661.00 

   
 Difference: Addition to General 

Reserve 
£75.00 

Code Details Amount 
444000000000 SSSaaalllaaarrriiieeesss £££777000,,,111111555...000000 
4001 Employers NI and Pens etc £23,814.00 
444000000222 PPPAAAYYYEEE AAAdddmmmiiinnn £££444555000...000000 
4005 Officer Travel and Subsistence £332.00 
444000111555 CCCooopppyyy LLLiiiccceeennnccceee £££555111000...000000 
4020 Telephones £506.00 



                                     

 

 

 

The budget for the year and the level of precept for 2021/22 
were agreed at the council meeting held on January 19. The 
papers for the meeting can be found at: 
www.stonystratford.gov.uk/town-council-meetings/full-council. 
 

When I wrote to you this time last year about the precept and 
budget for 2020/21, none of us could have predicted what was 
about to occur. During the year, all of the Council’s activities 
have been affected by coronavirus, with staff largely working 
from home, our offices at 5-7 Church Street being closed and 
the activities funded by the Council such as the Big Lunch and 
Apple Day curtailed or cancelled. All of this has meant that our 
expenditure during the year has been reduced, our reserves 
slightly increased and the need to raise additional funding via 
the precept removed. 
 

During the current year, we had hoped to begin work on the 
improvements to 5-7 Church Street which is owned by the Town 
Council and houses the library service provided by Milton 
Keynes Council. A specification for the project focussing on the 
creation of a new porch and entrance, the removal of the      
central staircase and its reinstatement to the side and the     
creation of new library space for both children and adults has 
been drawn up and put out to tender. Unfortunately, on both 
occasions, the tenders received were higher than the budget 
that we had agreed for the project. At its meeting in January, 
the Council agreed unanimously to go to tender for a third time 
with a specified budget figure published. In the event of an   
appropriate tender being received, it is likely that work will  
commence in late April with a view to completion in the         
autumn. The project is being undertaken jointly with Milton 
Keynes Library Service which has agreed to allocate funds     
towards the refurbishment. 
 

Next year will also see a new contractor undertaking the  
landscape work of the Council which is funded through a grant 
from MKC. The Council published a revised specification for the     
landscape contract which runs from 1 April 2021 to 31 March 
2023. The current provider was not successful in retaining the 
contract and a new provider will take over on 1 April. Comments 
on their work – both favourable and critical – can be submitted 
to the Town Council via the e-mail address:    
landscape@stonystratford.gov.uk. 
 

During the current year, the Council has also replaced and     
upgraded the public toilets provided on Silver Street and      
managed by Healthmatic. The Council confirmed that the      

provision of public conveniences was important, especially for 
key workers during the initial lockdown when alternative       
provision through cafes or restaurants was not available. The 
new facility was opened in December 2020. 
 

Another important part of the Council’s funds is allocated to the 
provision of grants to local organisations. During 2020/21, the 
Council awarded grants to the residents’ association of Fullers 
Slade and Galley Hill to provide much needed assistance to  
communities in need. The Council also made grants to Stony 
Radio to help the station establish itself as a key part of the local 
community’s information network, MKYMCA to furnish a room, 
Age UK for emergency support services and Stony Stratford 
Town Football Club to repair their container roof. 
 

Elections to the Council were due to be held in May 2020 but 
these were postponed. These are now due to be held in May 
2021. I would urge anyone interested in being a candidate to 
contact the Clerk, Lynne Compton, to have a chat about the 
role. Town councils are the first tier of local government and act 
as a voice for the communities that they represent. They do not 
tend to be dominated by party politics. Rather, they function by 
consensus, bringing communities together to solve a problem 
and to improve the lives of residents. 
 

I am grateful to my fellow councillors for taking their              
responsibilities seriously over the last difficult year. Meetings 
held remotely are not the most satisfying. However, I think that 
we have managed to discuss matters on the agenda and take 
appropriate decisions rationally and constructively. I am also 
grateful to the five staff of the Council: Lynne Compton (Town 
Clerk), Karen Hiser (Deputy Town Clerk), Melanie Hyde 
(Information Officer), Ummara Qureshi (Environment and    
Planning Officer), and Alan Box (Caretaker) for their work to 
ensure that the Council achieves its aims. Working remotely has 
not been easy and I hope they 
have survived the challenges! 
 

If you have any questions about 
the work of the Council, please do 
not hesitate to contact me through 
my e-mail address: 
rob.gifford@stonystratford.gov.uk. 
 

Best wishes 
Robert Gifford  
Chair 
Stony Stratford Town Council   

3. 

Town Council Updates 
 

Update on Stony Stratford 
Neighbourhood Plan 
(Made 2018) Initiatives:  
The Council has been  
working behind the scenes 

on the many aspirations contained in the Neighbourhood Plan 
Implementation Plan.  This is the link to the updated items in 
the implementation Plan:  
www.stonystratford.gov.uk/planning/neighbourhood-plan 
Good progress has been made on: 
Policy 9 – Northern Gateway Development Site (Former   

Gasworks) 2020: Council representatives met with the        
developers and fed back where the proposals did not meet the              
requirements of the Stony Stratford Design Guide. A full plan-
ning application has now been received: Ref: 21/00328/FUL.  

Former Gasworks 164-168 High Street Stony Stratford Milton 
Keynes MK11 1AW: Full planning application for the          

demolition of 164-168 High Street and the development of 24 
residential dwellings, landscaped amenity space, vehicle   
parking and other associated works. SSTC Planning Committee 
recommended objecting to this proposed development. You 
can find the Council’s response to the application here: 
www.stonystratford.gov.uk/planning/current-planning-
applications. 

Highways and Parking Review: Following the review           
undertaken in March 2019, which gave rise to a number of 
recommendations for Public Realm improvements to Plough 
Corner, High Street and the corner of Church Street/High 
Street and strategies for reducing through traffic without  
compromising businesses; SSTC is in the process of appointing 
consultants to draw up a design brief encompassing the      
recommendations and provision of additional parking in    
Market Square. The public will then be consulted on the     
design. Following these steps, the evidence will be submitted 
to Milton Keynes Council (the Highways Authority) to enable 
them to make a bid for capital funding/Government funds.   



 

  

 

4. 

AND……..Galley Hill Meeting Place and Arts Centre…LOCAL  
DEMOCRACY  IN ACTION! 
Milton Keynes Council (MKC) 
owns and is responsible for the 
Galley Hill Meeting Place and 
Arts Centre with associated  
business premises located at 
Barford, Galley Hill. 
 

Following four years of working 
with and petitioning MKC to 
bring the building up to a standard to enable it to be used by the 
community; we are delighted to give some excellent NEWS…. 
Following strong representation from the community, Stony 

Stratford Town Council and Ward Councillors, we are  
delighted to inform you that at the MKC Council meeting on 
Weds 24th February 2021, Peter Marland Leader of MKC said 
he would allocate new monies in the 2021/22 budget and 
spend £389,000 on the refurbishment of Galley Hill Meeting 
Place and Arts Centre.   

 

We look forward to confirmation from MKC and to discussions 
about how the finances will be allocated. 
 

Stony Stratford Landscaping Contract  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A new beginning with Millstream Estate Services and a ‘Thank-
You’ to SERCO, for all their hard work on this contract since 
March 2019.   
 

We are delighted to welcome Millstream Estate Services as the 
new landscaping contractors to Stony Stratford Town Council 

with effect from 1st April 2021 to 31st March 2023. Millstream 
Estate Services are very experienced landscaping and  
maintenance contractors. They have good local knowledge with 
a depot in Stoke Hammond. As with any landscaping contract 
there maybe a few ‘teething’ problems but please bear with us 
during the transition period. If you experience any landscaping 
issues, please contact: email landscape@stonystratford.gov.uk 
or telephone 01908-566726 option 2 detailing: Location: incl. 
street names & description of the issue. There is an app/website 
you can use called What3Words which can assist with this. 
 

SSTC Commitment to Community Engagement 
We are delighted to inform you there is a new Community  
Engagement Policy, please see: www.stonystratford.gov.uk/
about-us/polices. Please let us know if you have any queries. 
 

Update on the 5-7 Church Street Refurbishment Project 
It has been agreed that the specification be further pared back, 
without compromising on quality for the essential items e.g. 
new staircase and entrance. A new tender will then be issued 
stating what the budget for the project is. For full details please 
see the SSTC website: www.stonystratford.gov.uk/about-us/
redevelopment-of-5-7-church-street. If you are a business or an 
individual and would like to make a donation towards this  
project, please contact the Town Clerk.  
 

Calling all local Artists/Creatives …..  
MKC are holding S106 monies (c£70,000) for Stony Stratford 
from the Elizabeth House (former St Giles House) development.  
In the next few months, there is likely to be a tender issued to 
design a scheme to use a proportion (to be determined) of these 
funds. KEEP AN EYE ON OUR WEBSITE for further details. 

 

Finally, we wish to thank all those community heroes and the 
NHS for all their hard work during this Global Pandemic.  
 

Lynne Compton, PSLCC, Cert HE, Clerk to the Council   
 

STONY STRATFORD ANNUAL TOWN MEETING  
21ST APRIL 2021, 7.30PM 

PLEASE COME ALONG AND HAVE YOUR SAY!   
 
This is not a Town Council meeting, this is YOUR town meeting, please 
come along and have your say. At the meeting we will be having a  
discussion on community resilience in the local area. Please join us and 
find out more and ask any questions that you may have. Further details 
including how to join the meeting will be available shortly on our  
website. The Annual Town Meeting will be held as a virtual meeting 
online due to current restrictions. We look forward to seeing you there! 

Easter and summer outdoor play 
sessions: At the time of writing, 
outdoor play sessions are on hold 
due to the Government  
restrictions. However, plans are 
being made to bring some much-
needed outdoor fun to the Easter 
and summer breaks. Any activities 
planned will be in accordance with 
government guidelines to keep 
everyone as safe as possible. Keep 
an eye on Facebook, the notice-
boards and website for details.  



                                     

 

 

 

As well as growing food and flowers, gardening is said to be 
good for our mental and physical health. Here, Council           
allotment holders explain what it means to them to have an 
allotment plot.  

James backs this up. He says growing on 
his plot gives him a great sense of achievement.  
 

Isabel admits to not being very methodical or driven to  
produce: “I put my successes with growing down to them being 
lucky happenings.” Emma says she is learning new things every 
year; her allotment is a place to experiment. Emma also loves 
growing in season, watching her leftovers turn into compost, 
seeing her food grow and taking it home to eat. Isobel also loves 
taking home what she has grown: “I love giving away some of 
my produce to friends and family. It makes them and me smile”.  
 

Pete says produce grown on his allotment plot tastes so much 
better and is fresh. Isobel and Julie say it is important that the 
food they grow is organic and has low food miles. Penelope is 
looking forward to what to do next: “(we are) itching to start our 
potatoes and seeds off.” 
 

Emma and Julie both love being surrounded by nature. Jenny 
helps wildflowers and wild animals by growing creatively: she 
mixes flowers and wildlife friendly vegetables together. Jenny  
also keeps a fallow area around her raspberries and straw-  
berries covered with last year’s straw to encourage wildlife. 
 

It is clear that gardening gives our plot holders a sense of well-
being: Emma: “I don't really have to think when I'm weeding, I 
just listen to the birds around me and look at the ants and 
worms doing their thing. It is so peaceful and such a mindful  
activity.” Isabel: “When I am there it’s as if time and the outside 
world stand still.” Karen: “Allotments can help blow the clouds 
away. Digging is extremely good therapy.” Jenny: “It's been my 
space for respite and recovery.”  

James says he visits his plot every day, 
even if it is only to have a cuppa and sit and listen to world go 
by. Isobel says her allotment is her little space of happiness. 
 

These last words seem to sum up the whole experience:  

 

All the plots at the Council allotments sites of 
Wolverton Road and Boundary Crescent are currently rented. If 
you would like to be put on the waiting list, fill in the form on 
the Town Council website or contact dtc@stonystratford.gov.uk. 

5. 

AAAlllllloootttmmmeeennnttt TTTaaallleeesss 

 

JJJaaannn::: “““AAAlllllloootttmmmeeennntttsss ttteeeaaaccchhh uuusss wwweee rrreeeaaallllllyyy nnneeeeeeddd tttooo pppaaaccceee ooouuurrrssseeelllvvveeesss aaannnddd 
tttuuunnneee iiinnntttooo nnnaaatttuuurrreee... SSSooommmeeeooonnneee tttooolllddd mmmeee,,, ‘‘‘YYYooouuu cccaaannn'''ttt pppuuullllll aaa llleeettttttuuuccceee tttooo 
mmmaaakkkeee iiittt gggrrrooowww...’’’  HHHaaavvviiinnnggg aaannn aaalllllloootttmmmeeennnttt hhhaaasss tttaaauuuggghhhttt mmmeee tttooo pppaaaccceee  
mmmyyyssseeelllfff aaannnddd ttthhhaaattt fffaaaiiillluuurrreeesss aaarrreee aaannn eeexxxcccuuussseee tttooo dddooo iiittt dddiiiffffffeeerrreeennntttlllyyy nnneeexxxttt 
tttiiimmmeee rrrooouuunnnddd!!!”””  

JJJuuullliiieee::: “““TTThhheee bbbeeesssttt ttthhhiiinnnggg aaabbbooouuuttt hhhaaavvviiinnnggg aaannn aaalllllloootttmmmeeennnttt iiisss ttthhhaaattt wwweee  
nnneeevvveeerrr gggeeettt bbbooorrreeeddd... WWWhhheeennn wwweee cccaaannnnnnooottt dddiiiggg,,, ppplllaaannnttt,,, ooorrr nnnuuurrrtttuuurrreee ttthhheee 
ppplllaaannntttsss,,, wwweee aaarrreee bbbuuuiiillldddiiinnnggg,,, ppplllaaannnnnniiinnnggg ooorrr rrreeeaaadddiiinnnggg aaabbbooouuuttt wwwhhhaaattt tttooo dddooo 
nnneeexxxttt...”””  

LLLooouuu::: “““TTThhheee aaalllllloootttmmmeeennnttt hhhaaasss tttiiiccckkkeeeddd sssooo mmmaaannnyyy bbboooxxxeeesss::: eeexxxeeerrrccciiissseee,,, sssoooccciiiaaalll 
cccooonnntttaaacccttt,,, hhheeeaaalllttthhhyyy eeeaaatttiiinnnggg,,, llleeeaaarrrnnniiinnnggg nnneeewww ssskkkiiillllllsss aaannnddd gggiiivvviiinnnggg mmmeee  
mmmoootttiiivvvaaatttiiiooonnn tttooo llleeeaaarrrnnn iiinnn nnneeewww aaarrreeeaaasss... III aaammm ssstttiiillllll rrreeelllaaatttiiivvveeelllyyy nnneeewww tttooo 
aaalllllloootttmmmeeennnttt gggaaarrrdddeeennniiinnnggg aaannnddd eeexxxpppeeerrriiieeennnccceee ttthhheee eeexxxccciiittteeemmmeeennnttt mmmooorrreee  
fffiiittttttiiinnnggg tttooo aaa 555---yyyeeeaaarrr---ooolllddd wwwhhheeennn sssooommmeeettthhhiiinnnggg ttthhhaaattt III ppplllaaannnttteeeddd bbbeeegggiiinnnsss  
tttooo gggrrrooowww... III’’’vvveee bbbeeeeeennn tttooolllddd ttthhhaaattt ttthhhiiisss eeexxxccciiittteeemmmeeennnttt nnneeevvveeerrr gggoooeeesss aaawwwaaayyy...”””  

JJJuuullliiieee::: “““AAAttt nnniiiggghhhttt,,, wwwhhheeennn III cccaaannnnnnooottt sssllleeeeeeppp wwwiiittthhh vvvaaarrriiiooouuusss wwwooorrrrrriiieeesss,,, III  
fffooocccuuusss mmmyyy ttthhhooouuuggghhhtttsss ooonnn ttthhheee ppplllooottt... III wwwaaalllkkk ttthhhrrrooouuuggghhh iiittt iiinnn mmmyyy mmmiiinnnddd aaannnddd 
iiimmmaaagggiiinnneee III aaammm bbbrrreeeaaattthhhiiinnnggg iiinnn ttthhheee wwwaaarrrmmm sssuuummmmmmeeerrr aaaiiirrr,,, llliiisssttteeennniiinnnggg tttooo 
ttthhheee bbbiiirrrdddsss,,, aaannnddd lllooooookkkiiinnnggg aaattt ttthhheee ppplllaaannntttsss aaannnddd wwwiiillldddllliiifffeee... IIIttt llliiittteeerrraaallllllyyy hhheeelllpppsss 
mmmeee sssllleeeeeeppp aaattt nnniiiggghhhttt...”””  



 

  

 

 

TTThhheee MMMooonnnttthhhlllyyy FFFaaarrrmmmeeerrrsss MMMaaarrrkkkeeettt::: MMMeeeeeettt ttthhheee TTTrrraaadddeeerrrsss 

 

 

  

6. 

 

The farmers market is held in the  
Market Square on the last Friday of 
every month and many of the market 
traders have become familiar faces. 
But do you know which two stall   
holders are brothers? Or whose stall is 
named after their beloved pet dog? 
Read on to get to know some of your 
local farmers market traders a little bit 
more. 
 

Debbie, the Market Manager, has been 
at the market since 2006, and runs Debbie’s Homecooked 
Meals. “When I left my job and started cooking meals full-time, 
this was one of the first markets I attended regularly and I     
enjoyed it straight away. The customers all used my name and 
chatted to me as if they had known me forever. I have not 
missed a market since, and it is still one of my favourite ones to 
do.” 
 

Christopher, from Natures Path fruit and veg, and James from 
Pastures Poultry Farm are two of the longest standing regulars 
on the market. Christopher is known as a character, often    
turning up late and leaving long after everyone else; he never 
wants to let his regulars down.  
 

James started off as Pastures Poultry Farm, selling his free-range 
products. Then, six years ago James met Emma, who had her 
own cake making business and love blossomed. They combined 
forces and now trade together as Pastures Poultry Farm Shop 
and café, selling poultry, pies, cakes and savouries. 
 

Did you know Mark from Crayfish Capers and Paul from Really 
Good Sausages, Burgers and BBQ Bites are brothers? Part chef, 

part eco-warrior, for the last eleven years Mark has been      
trapping and producing products from the invasive North   
American Signal Crayfish that he catches locally on the River 
Great Ouse. American Signal Crayfish are not native, and they 
out-compete and prey on the smaller native white-clawed cray-
fish. Until recently Mark’s brother Paul was living in Thailand, 
and if you look closely you can spot some products in the Really 
Good Sausages and Burgers range with a Thai inspired twist. 
 

James, the cheesemaker from No2 Pound Street loves to tell his 
customers the stories of his cheeses: "After I explain the back-
ground of a cheese to customers, their eyes are on stalks!" he 
exclaims. 
 

One of the newest people to make the leap from full-time job to 
own business is Brigit who runs Reasons to Season selling home-
made marinades, seasonings and sauces. Brigit has only been at 
the market since November, but is enjoying the experience, and 
is hugely impressed with the support for small producers shown 
by local residents.  
 

Of course, there are also stories from Robert of Heady Plants; 
the Emmott family from Nutcellars; Laura who sells facemasks; 
Eli, who sells olives, Turkish delight and Baklava; Smorga Tarta 
who sell Swedish delicacies; and, when restrictions allow,      
Lauren and Lisa Love who sell homeware, but you’ll have to visit 
the market and chat to them yourselves. 
 

So, which stall is named after the market trader’s beloved pet 
dog? That would be Gerry’s Pantry, run by Matt, who comes to 
the farmers market every month with his old classic camper van 
stuffed full of jars of jam, marmalade, chutney and olive oils. 
 

Karen Hiser, Deputy Town Clerk 

 



 

  

 

SSStttooonnnyyy iiinnn BBBllloooooommm OOOnnnccceee AAAgggaaaiiinnn RRReeeppprrreeessseeennntttiiinnnggg ttthhheee TTThhhaaammmeeesss aaannnddd CCChhhiiilllttteeerrrnnnsss  
iiinnn ttthhheee BBBiiiBBB FFFiiinnnaaalllsss 222000222111!!!  

Last year the National Finals of the     
Britain in Bloom competition were      
cancelled because of Covid. This year the 
Finals are taking place – but with a   
difference! They will be judged digitally, 
and entrants are invited to supply        
evidence for 3 out of 5 categories. Stony 
in Bloom is proud to have been selected 
to represent the Thames and Chilterns 
Region, and we’ll be providing evidence 
for Category 1) Nourishing Your  
Community; 3) Nature Friendly Gardening; 
and 5) Cultivating Your Community. We 
feel we have lots to tell the BIB judges 
under these three headings! 
 

The Vegetable Growing Project at York 
House Community Gardens will supply us 
with plentiful evidence of Nourishing the 
Community as well as Cultivating the 
Community. With the aid of a £900 grant 
from MK Community Foundation we will 
be able to extend the vegetable growing, 
so that by mid June we should be able to 
give the Food Bank a large box of          
vegetables on a weekly basis, as we did 
last year. With the donation of seedlings 
from Louise Gulliver, the York House poly-
tunnel is bursting with lettuce, pak choi 
and spinach, which we’ll plant out when 
the weather is a little warmer.  

Meanwhile Misia Kibble and family have 
helped widen one of the beds at York 
House so more can be grown, and Kate’s 
family have been repotting and weeding.   

By April we’ll be sowing lots of other   
vegetables in the polytunnel and the cold 
frame we’ve bought with the grant. 
Branch-out has also donated seeds to the 
project. 
 

What has been really exciting in the last 
few months is that we’ve been contacted 
by staff from SMSG Church of England 
School, who are going to resume          
gardening sessions there and liaise with 
SSIB. SSIB had to break off such sessions 
with the onset of the first lockdown.   
Already the team have been preparing the 
raised beds, and Stony in Bloom  
volunteers will provide support (while 
taking account of Covid regulations) for 
the school to help with growing  
vegetables for the Food Bank too. Kate 
Shaw, who has been very involved with 
the York House project, is also Chair of 
Russell St PTA, and Russell St too will be 
involved in gardening opportunities. With 
most pupils at present being home-
schooled, SSIB was determined to think of 
a project that children could engage in at 
home, and we hit on the idea of pea   
growing in water, so children could watch 
roots and shoots grow, and eat the pea 
shoots. Mary Sarre ordered the peas, Kate 
organised the kits and instructions, and 
liaised with the schools to arrange for the 
children to pick them up. Feedback has 
been very positive!  

No summer is complete without  
sunflower sowing – and Ron and Eileen 
Cox are sponsoring sunflower-seed  
sowing for all the children in the town.  
There will be a sunflower competition, 
and Ron and Eileen are supplying garden  
centre tokens for the winners. 
 

Dodging snow, frost and floods, SSIB  
volunteers have continued maintaining 
the flower beds throughout the winter 
months. Abiding by Covid rules we’ve had 
2 or 1-person work-parties to weed and 
prune. The North End Pond and Wildlife 
area has been severely flooded on several 
occasions, and Mary Robinson has been 
busy repairing the landing stage and bug 

hotel. Snowdrops are looking lovely in the 
Bluebell Wood already. Both of these  
supply evidence of nature friendly  
gardening. As January can be a gloomy 
month, particularly for those shielding, 
SSIB decided to pot-up grape hyacinths 
and snowdrops and deliver to elderly  
people in severe lockdown. We filled the 
pots with mole-hill compost – a tip from 
Monty Don!  

Exciting news - the RHS Press Office has 
just been in touch to say that Women’s 
Weekly want to do a spread on  
Community Gardening, and they would 
like to include what Stony in Bloom has 
been doing and our tips for vegetable 
growing for Food Banks. It will be for the 
April 15th edition. 
 

Looking ahead with optimism: Plant sale 
at York House on May 8th if allowed! 
New volunteers are warmly welcomed!  
Email Judith.deveson@gmail.com 
https://stonyinbloom.wixsite.com. Stony-
inbloom, https://www.facebook 
.com/stonyinbloom.  
 

Judy Deveson, Chair, SSIB 
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LLLooooookkkiiinnnggg BBBaaaccckkk aaattt ttthhheee SSStttooonnnyyy SSStttrrraaatttfffooorrrddd LLLoooccckkkdddooowwwnnn LLLaaannnttteeerrrnnn PPPrrrooojjjeeecccttt 222000222000 

Despite the Lockdown, we were delighted to be able to offer an 
artistic opportunity for families to light up their homes in Stony 
Stratford, Galley Hill and Fullers Slade for the whole of the 
Christmas period.   
 

The theme of “Christmas at Home” inspired local families to 
create an AMAZING array of colourful lanterns and window  
displays all around the town, adding in a rainbow motif to thank 
all the wonderful Key Workers and NHS Staff who have worked 
tirelessly throughout the pandemic. 
 

Instead of our usual Lantern Parade, we made a special video to 
showcase this year’s amazing creations, you can view it via the 
York House Centre website at:- 
http://york-house.org.uk/about-us/lantern-project/. 
  

Huge thanks to all the Lantern Volunteers who organised and 
ran the project this year and grateful thanks to our funders – 
Stony Stratford Town Council, Stony Stratford Business  
Association, Milton Keynes Community Foundation and the York 
House Local Giving Fund – for their continued financial support, 
helping us to keep this project affordable for all. 
 

Shall we do it all again in November? Of course, we will, but 
we’ve got our fingers crossed that ‘normal service’ will have 
resumed by then… 
Join us on Facebook – Stony Stratford Lantern Project 

Note from Editor: As the last edition of The Town Crier was 
printed just as the Lantern Project started, we were unable to 
show the project in its full glory; so we are pleased to be able 
to showcase it in this edition instead.    

York House in a Time of COVID  
As you can appreciate, York House Centre is all but closed but 
will re-open to groups and events when the rules permit.  
Meanwhile, people can support us via the Co-op scheme 
(https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/44579) or It's https://
localgiving.org/charity/yorkhousecentre/. They can also look at 
our website for info on some of the things we HOPE to have this 
year: not just a return of a great variety of our regular groups 
but music, drama, craft fairs, comedy, pantomime, dance, and 
all sorts.  
 

Despite a massive loss of income we are coping well, thanks to 
government and local council 
assistance, generous  
donations by supporters, and 
great flexibility from our loyal 
staff. Let us not forget the 
amazing effort by our lantern 
team in creating York House's 
window display and lighting 
up the town. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



                                     

 

 

 

The town experienced its worst flooding event for many years 
during the 23rd and 24th December. Homes were flooded,    
vehicles were stranded, and underpasses became unusable. 
Many selfless individuals came to the aid of those in need by 
providing sandbags, pulling cars from the water and even  
ferrying people in a canoe. The Town Council would like to thank 
everyone who helped out. 
 

We would also like the community to be better prepared should 
it happen again. So, following discussions at the January  
meeting of Town Council a Community Flood Plan is being  
compiled by the newly formed Community Flood Resilience 
Group. SSTC agreed to provide administrative support to this 
group. This plan will be a practical guide on how the community 
can provide co-ordinated help before, during and after a flood. 
We want to make this plan as accurate and effective as possible, 
so we need information and support from you.  
 

Would you be willing to volunteer your help? You may live    
either within or outside of the flood risk area (volunteers who 
live outside a flood risk area are useful as their own homes are 
safe during a flood). You may want to help during a flood event 

or help in the planning and  
monitoring beforehand. You 
may want to help with prepping 
any food and essentials and  
supporting with any recovery 
steps after a flood. If you would 
like to be a volunteer, please get 
in touch with the Deputy Town 
Clerk using the details below. We also need a clear picture of 
how the Christmas Eve flood unfolded. This will help us to plan 
volunteer efforts effectively during another event. If you would 
like to provide information about your experiences in order to 
help shape the Community Flood Plan, please consider  
answering the following questions - Please send your answers to 
these questions to: dtc@stonystratford.gov.uk. 
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FFFllloooooodddiiinnnggg::: cccaaannn yyyooouuu hhheeelllppp uuusss bbbeee ppprrreeepppaaarrreeeddd iiifff iiittt hhhaaappppppeeennnsss aaagggaaaiiinnn??? 

SSSpppoootttllliiiggghhhttt ooonnn SSStttooonnnyyy SSStttrrraaatttfffooorrrddd LLLiiibbbrrraaarrryyy 
The Library remains closed for ‘normal’   
browsing and borrowing of books but is  
operating the Click and Collect scheme on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturday mornings. 
Visiting the Library myself a couple of weeks 
ago, it was lovely to chat to Linda and Harch - 

socially distanced and behind the closed door of course. They 
are pleased to see as many of their customers as possible who 
are able to use the service and who feel confident with it. It is all 
run in a very Covid-secure way and despite the difficult  
circumstances, 
our Library and 
librarians  
continue to 
provide their 
much valued 
and much 
needed service. 
 

The Friends of 
Stony Stratford 
Library (FOSSL) 
have continued to 
arrange a programme of talks for the benefit of our members 
despite the lockdown putting an end, temporarily, to our live 
events. We were delighted to host a talk during the very  
successful Stony Words fortnight last month. Our contribution 
to this annual event was a fascinating talk by Joe Laredo on the 
topic of The Extraordinary Life and Literary Legacy of Sir Richard 
Burton. That is the explorer of course, not the actor for anyone 
who unfortunately missed the talk. We had a very good  
response and so far our biggest audience yet for a Zoom talk. 
The subject may not have been familiar to many people and 
there were lots of questions about this extraordinary man. We 
are also delighted that Joe has promised us a talk on Paul  
Robeson - another very interesting subject - when we are able 
to resume live events. 
 

So….. when will we be able to resume live events? I wish I could 
say. I know people are missing them and it would be lovely to be 

able to go back to the conviviality of getting together to hear 
our speakers and ask them questions face to face, as well as the 
opportunity to socialise - and eat cake - afterwards. However I 
guess until the vast majority of our members have had their 
second dose of vaccine and begin to feel comfortable about 
congregating, then we will continue to use the medium of 
Zoom. All our priorities must be to stay safe and keep the  
number of infections down. Once we are able to meet, as well 
as Joe’s talk we also have other live events in mind. 
 

Future Talks: We’ve started to think about topics for future talks 
and I thought it would be good to reflect on some of the aspects 
of the recent events in the world. Many people were so         
impressed by the young poet Amanda Gorman who spoke at 
President Biden’s inauguration. That led me to think that it 
might be interesting to have a poet talk to us about how they 
find their inspiration, how they craft their thoughts into words 
and how they actually make poetry. Fortunately in Stony  
Stratford we have the great tradition of the annual election of a 
Town Bard, a poet whose role is to commemorate all things 
Stony Stratford. So we were delighted that on Thursday 11th 
March, Vanessa Horton, who is a past Bard of Stony Stratford, 
talked to us about her work as a poet. 
 

Another topical issue is the whole area of climate change and 
the forthcoming Glasgow Conference to be hosted by the UK. So 
often we can feel helpless in the face of so much information 
which seems to foretell doom and gloom, and feel as individuals 
that however much we might care there is little we can do. On 
Thursday 15th April, at 7pm on Zoom, we shall be hearing from 
a representative of Greenpeace, who as well as giving us the 
background to the issues, will I hope be able to help us think 
through some of the things that can be done by both              
government and us as individuals to help mitigate the problems.  
 

The FOSSL committee will be working through ideas for future 
talks and the details will be sent to all members as they become 
available. If anyone is reading this who is not on our mailing list 
but would like to be, just email me via fosslmk@gmail.com. I’ll 
be pleased to hear from you and add you to our circulation. Stay 
safe, best wishes, Kathy Luff, FOSSL Secretary 

Librarian Harch presenting an online Storytime  

WWWeeerrreee yyyooouuu aaaffffffeeecccttteeeddd bbbyyy ttthhheee fffllloooooodddiiinnnggg??? WWWhhheeerrreee dddooo yyyooouuu llliiivvveee??? WWWhhhaaattt ssstttrrreeeeeettt??? 
WWWhhheeerrreeeaaabbbooouuutttsss ooonnn ttthhhaaattt ssstttrrreeeeeettt??? DDDiiiddd yyyooouuurrr gggaaarrrdddeeennn///gggaaarrraaagggeee///rrroooaaaddd ffflllooooooddd??? DDDiiiddd 
yyyooouuurrr hhhooouuussseee iiinnnttteeerrrnnnaaallllllyyy ffflllooooooddd??? IIIfff yyyooouuu dddiiiddd nnnooottt ffflllooooooddd iiinnnttteeerrrnnnaaallllllyyy,,, wwweeerrreee yyyooouuu 
iiimmmpppaaacccttteeeddd (((iii...eee... vvveeehhhiiicccllleee dddaaammmaaagggeee,,, ooorrr lllooossseee aaannnyyy iiittteeemmmsss)))??? HHHooowww dddiiiddd wwwaaattteeerrr eeennnttteeerrr 
yyyooouuurrr ppprrrooopppeeerrrtttyyy::: fffrrrooonnnttt dddoooooorrr??? BBBaaaccckkk dddoooooorrr??? AAAiiirrr bbbrrriiiccckkksss??? FFFllloooooorrrbbboooaaarrrdddsss??? OOOttthhheeerrr 
PPPllleeeaaassseee SSSpppeeeccciiifffyyy??? CCCaaannn yyyooouuu rrreeemmmeeemmmbbbeeerrr ttthhheee tttiiimmmeee ooofff nnniiiggghhhttt///dddaaayyy ttthhhaaattt yyyooouuurrr 
ppprrrooopppeeerrrtttyyy bbbeeecccaaammmeee fffllloooooodddeeeddd??? HHHooowww dddeeeeeeppp wwwaaasss ttthhheee wwwaaattteeerrr??? CCCaaannn yyyooouuu  
rrreeemmmeeemmmbbbeeerrr ttthhheee tttiiimmmeee ooofff nnniiiggghhhttt///dddaaayyy ttthhhaaattt ttthhheee wwwaaattteeerrr llleeefffttt yyyooouuurrr ppprrrooopppeeerrrtttyyy??? 



 

                    

 

Stony Words 2021 
 

In the Spring 2020 Town Crier Stony Words was 
described as ‘an umbrella for all the groups that 
are involved in putting the festival together’. 
While not all groups were able to contribute this 

time for obvious reasons, a number did join under the umbrella 
(apposite comparison this year!) and the festival took place very 
enjoyably and successfully between 15th and 31st January. 
 

To enable this to happen, Stony Words went totally on-line with 
an upgrade to the website to allow for booking via  
info@stonywords and free entry for all events with a JustGiving 
page for donations to cover costs. Under the umbrella were the 
Stony Play Readers, the Bardic Council, Tales Tattled & Told, 
Milton Keynes Library Service, Friends of Stony Stratford Library, 
Ray and Jenny Rowlson, the Burns Supper group and (extended 
this year) the Stony Words series of talks, providing 18 events in 
all over the fortnight. Mason Edwards designed a magnificent 
programme, widely distributed, reflecting both the brilliant  
website visuals provided by Nutshell Creative, and the look of 
events on Zoom. 

Starting with an array of poetic and musical talents at the Bardic 
Bash, audiences then travelled the River Nile and the Map of 
Knowledge, explored Britain’s Island Stories across the centuries 
and found out what made the Elizabethans laugh. The  
Playreaders’ accomplished rendition on Zoom of ‘The Butcher 
and Mrs Bennet’ was a remarkable use of the technology as was 
the Burns Supper which incorporated recorded music and song 
with live readings and the inevitable toasts. 
 

During the  
fortnight  
participants met 
Black Tudors, a 
variety of feisty 
‘Roaring Girls’ 
from across the 
centuries, the  
other Richard  
Burton (not the 
actor), the Bronte 
children via a graphic novel Glass Town, Oliver Cromwell and 
Toussaint Louverture. Variety continued with encounters with 
‘Annie’ (a medical mystery), Black Britain in Wartime, the Mouse 
Who Wasn’t Scared, and the fortnight closed in grand style with 
wonderful stories and sounds from Tales Tattled & Told. 

This can only give a flavour of a well-attended and appreciated 
series of events. Audience feedback has been enthusiastic and 
the donating generous. Publicity, website and technology costs 
have been covered, two artists’ fees paid, a donation given to 
MK Foodbank and a bit put by to ensure the festival will go from 
strength to strength next year. 
 

Stony Words 2022 will run from 21st January to 6th February. If 
you have any ideas or thoughts about next year’s programme, 
contact us via www.stonywords.org.uk. 
 

Rob and Liz Gifford, February 2021 
 

Music For All @ St Mary & St Giles 
Music for All @ SMSG have been able to provide some musical 
events in recent months despite the pandemic restrictions 
which have sadly prevented us from running our popular and 
busy concerts in St Mary & St Giles Church as usual. Our last 
face-to-face concert was on 14 March 2020 when Quorum sang 
so beautifully, after that everything had to be cancelled as lock-
down and distancing commenced. 
 

In October 2020 we were able to announce our first ever online 
version of our annual Pipe Organ Festival (which normally      
happens in September). Jonathan Kingston (our musical         
director) and Donald MacKenzie spent an enjoyable day audio 
and video recording two very different concerts which we  
published on our YouTube channel. Donald’s entertaining  
accompaniment to Charlie Chaplin’s Silent Movie ‘Burlesque on 
Carmen’ premiered on 7 November and Jonathan’s Organ  
Festival Recital a week later. Both proved very popular and 
many who watched made voluntary donations towards the 
maintenance of the Willis organ, which was very much  
appreciated. 
 

In December there was some live choral music in the church for 
worship: an Advent carol service on 6 December and Christmas 
carol service on 20 December with a small distanced choir in the 
gallery.  
 

In late December when we were 
all sadly contemplating a dark 
January with no concerts to 
brighten our evenings, Joe Laredo 
suggested he could provide some 
audio recordings of his home  
piano playing of night time  
inspired music to be turned into 
videos and published on our You-
Tube channel. At the same time 
Jonathan said he would do a  
couple of organ recital videos. So 
far Jonathan has released an  
organ concert played on his home 
electronic organ and he plans to 
release a further concert played on the church Willis organ. 
Joe’s piano series ‘A little night music’ launched its first video, 
Beethoven’s famous ‘Moonlight’, on 9 January, with weekly  
releases of a new piece (or pair of pieces) since then and several 
more planned. Picture research and video editing for the series 
is done by Anna Page. You can watch our online videos at 
www.youtube.com/channel/UCPnvb925zb8SDQjri2pxFiw.  
Information about What’s On at SMSG (despite the pandemic) is 
at http://www.musicforallsmsg.org/whats-on/.             
Anna Page, Music for All @ SMSG  
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CCCeeellleeebbbrrraaatttiiinnnggg LLLiiittteeerrraaatttuuurrreee aaannnddd TTThhheee AAArrrtttsss 

Joe Laredo (playing the 
SMSG piano on 4 June   
2019 in his Flanders & 
Swann concert)  



 

  

 
SSSpppoootttllliiiggghhhttt ooonnn TTThhheee BBBaaarrrddd ooofff SSStttooonnnyyy SSStttrrraaatttfffooorrrddd 

The Virtual Bardic Bash (StonyWords 2021) 
Instead of the Annual Bardic Trials (postponed until January 
2022 due to covid) the Bardic Council of Stony Stratford kicked 
off a Virtual StonyWords 2021 on Friday 15th January with “The 
Virtual Bardic Bash” a celebration of the spoken word. Host 
Andy Powell (Bard of Stony Stratford) introduced fellow Bards 
Dean Jones (Buckingham), Glynis Newton (Cambridge), Paul 
Giffney (Northampton), and guest poet/musician Fay Roberts. 
They were also joined by five Past Bards of Stony; Danni  
Antagonist, Phil Chippendale, Pat Nicholson, Vanessa Horton, 
Stephen Hobbs, and Mitchell Taylor. 
 

Although it was a free event, 
Zoomers were invited to show 
their appreciation by donating 
to the MK Food Bank/Bardic 
Council of Stony Stratford. 
Louisa Hobbs (MK Food Bank 
Manager and Stony resident) 
and John Marshall performed 
their own 7 minute Dickens 
“Christmas Carol” appeal to 
elicit donations. The target of 
£700 that Terrie Howey set 
was quickly met and now 
stands at £740! £400 has been 
disbursed to the MK Food 
Bank.   

A Zoom audience of over 50 enjoyed song, poetry, storytelling 
and the complimentary bar. The entire performance is available 
to view at www.bardofstony.weebly.com. Click on “Bardic 
Bash”. You can still make donations to www.JustGiving.com 
(Bard of Stony Stratford). 
 

“Reasons to be Cheerful pt.4” 
Yes, here at The Bardic Council we’re an optimistic bunch! We 
hope you’ve enjoyed our poem/posters on the Town notice 
boards. To date we’ve done “Welcome Back” and “Stony Needs 
You!” Our next one involves asking our Bards to come up with 
an updated “Reasons to be Cheerful pt.4” (with apologies to Ian 
Dury & the Blockheads). And they have!  
 

So, over March and April we shall be displaying these poems 
throughout Stony. Please tell us where you saw them and who 
wrote them, and your name will be entered into a prize raffle! 
The winner will receive a specially commissioned poem (on a 
subject of their choice – but not banjos) written by Andy Powell 
the Bard of Stony Stratford. Please see our website: 
www.bardofstony.weebly.com. Click on “Contact” and fill in the 
panels adding “Reasons to be Cheerful pt.4”. Why don’t you get 
out of bed? 
 

Burns Night, 25th January 2021 (StonyWords 2021) 
The Bard of Stony was invited to attend the Virtual Burns Night 
to perform his commissioned poem “Oor Toon” (see below).  
 

Terrie Howey (Chair) & Stephen Hobbs (Secretary/Treasurer) 
The Bardic Council of Stony Stratford 

Made in Stony 
The ‘Made in Stony’  
Association’s AGM took a 
different form this year - 
we emailed the required 

reports to our members and they had the 
opportunity to vote on decisions  
impacting the association via email.   
 

We are always interested in welcoming 
new members. So if you live in or/and 
create your craft, art or produce in the 
civil parish of Stony Stratford, please get 
in touch by sending an email to madein-
stony@yahoo.com. As a member, you get 
priority booking at our events, reduced 
cost to sell at our events (compared to a 
non-member), use of the logo for your 
products and access to  
opportunities that we find/create to  
market or sell your goods. Sadly we had 
to cancel our first event of 2021 (6th 
March) due to Covid19, but are planning 
events for the second half of the year.  
In the meantime, please 
have a look at our  
Facebook page to see 
what our members are 
currently creating - to sell 
online on their own pages 
or at our next event. 
Sam Burke, Chair of Made in Stony  
Facebook @MadeinStony,  
Instagram @Made_in_Stony 
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Oor Toon 
Oor Toon is great. 
For that we thank the Romans 
For making the road straight 
It helps with the stumbling 
As we can only go two ways 
To pick a favoured inn 
And lengthen out our days 
 

On the High Street you can find 
All sort of things 
And that’s just Odell’s 
With their fork handles and rings 
And "O's" for the gate 
Just one place 
That makes oor Toon so great 
 

But there is much more 
On which to feast your eyes 
From farmers markets 
With wondrous pies 
Antiques and gifts 
You know - those with a balloon 
These all can be found in 
Stony, oor Toon 
 

But it’s not just the places 
It’s the people too 
The things we can achieve 
Without a virus or two 
Music and Theatre 
And all the arts 
Oor Toon has more actors, musicians and  
artists 
Than many other Toon's parts 
 

But things are a bit quiet 
It’s just not the same 
Our people wear masks 

Things are closed, it's a shame 
No hugs or handshakes 
No songs to take part 
That great toon of Stony 
Has a broken heart 
 

But even when things seem so dark 
When all you have is memories 
To lighten the path 
The great Toon of Stony 
It stirs and it rises 
We all come together 
We're full of surprises 
For despite social distancing 
and many Covid frights 
We still managed to put up 
Those fantastic Christmas lights!!!!! 
 

Yes.. oor Toon 
Will be back to normal soon 
But a new normal 
Louder, brighter, happier 
No Cock and Bull Story 
That I am telling yer 
Now I know the time is late 
For despite all that's happened, 
oor Toon is still great   
       

 Andy 
Powell – 
Bard of 
Stony 
Stratford 
 
 
 
 



 

                    

 

FFFooocccuuusss ooonnn yyyooouuurrr LLLooocccaaalll CCCooommmmmmuuunnniiitttyyy GGGrrrooouuupppsss 
Stony Stratford Lions Club 

The Club hasn’t been able to meet since 
March but we remain active in the          
community. Our food bank continues to 
deliver and supply food parcels on behalf of 
MK Social Services to many members of the 
MK community. In November, we gave food 

parcels and sleeping bags to the Winter Night Shelter MK   
homeless centre. Since June the Club reported 41 activities  
serving 12,632 people. In that time, we have served 9,500 meals 
to families in crisis. 
 

Also in November we had collected some 500 pairs of  
spectacles, which we sent for sorting by volunteers in Colchester 
Lions Club. They in turn joined others. They are then sent to 
Medico France in Le Havre where those in perfect condition are 
cleaned, calibrated, labelled and bagged. Finally, they are 
shipped to a network of health professionals, eye clinics and 
dispensaries by Lions Clubs around the world to benefit adults 
and children in need of glasses to be able to read, study and live 
their lives. So far since 1967 300,000 pairs of spectacles have 
been collected and distributed. 
 

Individual Lions have served the community in Walking for 
Health walks and assisting in Covid vaccination venues, litter 
picking and Parish Council duties. 
 

As we can’t do any fundraising in public, in December we went 
online with a Virtual Dog Show. This may still be seen on:  
stonylions.org.uk/virtual_dog_show.htm. By the time this  
edition of the Newsletter is published we will have news of  
further virtual shows. The dog show raised £217 which will be 
shared between Willen Hospice and Supershoes. We made this 
up to £150 to each charity. Supershoes is a national charity 
based in Wolverton which employs artists to design and  
decorate trainers empowering children with cancer: Supershoes 
- Empowering Children Fighting Cancer in the UK. Watch out for 
virtual cat and car shows which are coming soon.  

Milton Keynes has four Lions Clubs each sharing responsibility 
for part of the City. We also from time to time come together 
for large projects like the Cancer Suite at MK University Hospital. 
Our area consists of Milton Keynes Borough North of Portway 
and West of the M1 and extends to the boundaries with  
Northampton and Buckinghamshire.  
 

Sadly, in the light of uncertainty due to Covid we have decided 
to cancel the annual Town Fayre. We are hoping to arrange  
classic car shows at Milton Keynes Museum when lockdown 
restrictions are lifted.           

 

We still have wheelchairs/buggies available for loan - contact 

Lion David on 01908-568760. If you are interested in learning 
more about Lions or wish to join us please contact (a different) 
Lion David on 01908-507509. We are looking forward to an end 
of restrictions and being able to take a more full involvement in 
the community and hope all readers keep safe and well.  
 

Brian Kite, Milton Keynes (Stony Stratford) Lions Club 
 

Stony Stratford Art Society 
We are all aware of the ongoing problems at present, I do hope 
that as many people as possible in our area have received the 
vaccine which will enable us to get back to normal and start up 
our Art Society fortnightly on Tuesday afternoons from 2pm til 
4pm at York House, Stony Stratford. Our sessions are held on 
the second and fourth Tuesday of each month, which it is hoped 
will continue, but any changes will be notified. Jackie Stevens, 
one of our committee members, has been encouraged through 
Facebook by comments from people wishing to join the art  
society. 
 

I am sure that many of you will have started learning new hobby 
skills, it may be crochet, cake decoration, calligraphy or other 
skills you have not had time to acquire in the past. There are 
also some very good television programmes on art, teaching  
different painting techniques in various mediums. It is very  
encouraging to hear about the unusual projects that members 
have started on, such as restoring a farm hay cart made to scale 
in the 1950's for a grandchild. We will continue to support as 
many local events as possible depending on government guide-
lines, such as Odells Market on the second Saturday of each 
month from June to September. Notification will be circulated 
when we have information on other events. The committee will  
give society members information on the possibility of  
recommencing our art sessions as soon as they are able. 
 

We are a friendly and supportive group; whether a beginner or 
more experienced artist or crafter you will be made very  
welcome. Our 2021 annual membership fee is £28 plus £1  
attendance fee for each session, including tea, coffee and  
biscuits. We feel this is still good value for money compared to 
other activities. Until it is possible to restart our art sessions the 
committee send best wishes to our members, stay safe.  
Further information is available from the Secretary: Telephone 
01296 730196.      

                     

Esme Hopson 
 

Galley Hill Residents Association: Tidying up on Galley Hill 
In usual times, every couple of months, the Resident's  
Association on Galley Hill would organise a Sunday morning  
litter pick. However, for obvious reasons those types of activities 
have been suspended. However, the fact that organised litter 
picks are not taking place does not mean that some thoughtless 
people haven't been dropping litter on the estate.  
 

So, the GHRA decided to buy extra 
litter pickers and give them away free 
to residents who would like them. 
Some residents have already been 
out on their own using them, but the 
GHRA still have a few of them left to 
give away to residents who would like 
them. So, when organised litter picks 
resume, hopefully sometime this year, residents will be 
equipped and ready.      

 

 Roy Adams, GHRA         
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Ruby - Winner of ‘Dog with 
most appealing eyes’  

Leonard - Winner of ‘Old 
Un’ Dogs’ over 7 years  



                                     

 

 

 

Rotary helps entrepreneurs in poorer communities 
Together with hundreds 
of other Rotary clubs 
across the country  
Wolverton and Stony 
Stratford Rotary Club is 
celebrating a landmark 

charitable achievement in contributing towards a total of over 
£1 million to Lendwithcare, a microfinance initiative developed 
by the charity CARE International UK. Lendwithcare enables  
individuals and groups to make small loans to entrepreneurs in 
poorer communities around the world, thereby helping them to 
start or expand their small businesses and often work their way 
out of poverty, feed 
their families and 
send their children to 
school. 
 

Since October 2011 
more than £1 million 
has now been lent by 
UK Rotary clubs to 
farmers, tailors,  
market stallholders 
and food producers 
to name just a few of the types of businesses Rotary has helped 
in 11 countries across Africa, Asia and South America.  
 

Rotarian Indra Patel, chair of the club’s international committee 
commented “Wolverton and Stony Stratford Rotary Club is  
particularly proud to be a part of this initiative. We joined the 
scheme in 2017 with an initial £1,000 commitment and so far 
have made 49 loans totalling £2,464 to 142 entrepreneurs. A 
typical example has been a rice grower in Cambodia who was 
seeking funds to top up her savings in order to buy an additional 
neighbouring plot of land; the loan was repaid in full in less than 
12 months from her increased sales to local merchants”.  
 

Indra added “Lendwithcare is a great way of helping and  
encouraging hard working and low-income entrepreneurs with 
their businesses. In deciding which projects to support we are 
able to see exactly who the money is going to, and what they 
will use it for, and as soon as the loan is repaid the money is 
available again for us to lend to others and help them earn a 
living”. More about the work of Lendwithcare can be found at 
www.lendwithcare.org (photo courtesy of Lendwithcare).  
 

For more information about Wolverton & Stony Stratford Rotary 
Club visit http://wolvertonandstonystratfordrotaryclub.co.uk/ 
or find us on Facebook. 
 

Mike Thomas, PR & Communications Officer, 
Wolverton & Stony Stratford Rotary Club 
 

Stony Stratford Floral Club 
Stony Stratford Floral Club normally meets on the 1st Tuesday of 
the month, but since March 2020 we have not been able to have 
a meeting due to current restrictions. Over 70 members usually  
enjoy an entertaining evening of flowers and friendship. This 
year we had planned a full diary of excellent demonstrators to 
keep us entertained, unfortunately at the present time we are 
unsure when we can meet again.   
 

Members are kept up to date with regular emails and  
newsletters, but if anyone would like further information about 
Stony Stratford Floral Club please do not hesitate to contact us: 
Sue 01908 564453, Judy 01908 569429 or email  
stonystfloralclub@btinternet.com. 

Stony Stratford Womens Institute 
Once again we, like so many other  
organisations, have been unable to meet 
our fellow members, unless it is whilst out 
walking, when it is lovely to chat but sad 

that we need to keep distant from one another. Our Committee 
members have been in touch with members by telephone or by 
email where possible and Sheila, our Secretary, has been   
sending some very amusing short videos and photos to those 
who can receive them. Those of us who are able to access the 
internet have been able to read the County Newsletter and the 
Federation has organised a number of Zoom events, but the 
number of members who can receive them is quite limited,  
unless they are able, within the lockdown rules, to watch these 
on friends' or relatives' devices.  
 

Not a lot of activity in our York House garden recently, but our 
gardeners are looking forward to some warmer weather so that 
they can get out and start the vegetables growing. It is lovely to 
see the bulbs coming up, which reminds us that Spring is on its   
way and vegetables and flowers will be appearing soon.  
 

Of course it is not possible for our Craft Group to meet up, but 
most of us can find projects to do at home, although it isn't the 
same as having a chat and a cup of tea together. Our Bucks  
contact with the NHS has suggested that we might make fabric 
tote bags to replace the plastic ones that people use to take the 
belongings of their hospitalised relatives home, and I know that 
a few of these have been made and will be donated to Milton 
Keynes Hospital.     
 

Our WI has flourished over time; the first WI in Stony Stratford 
was formed in May 1939, but closed in December 1979, due to a 
low membership. During that period various members joined 
together to embroider a banner which was kept in Calverton 
Church until 1992 when the present WI was reconvened and the 
banner returned to Stony Stratford together with an  
embroidered WI tablecloth. We 
started up again in 1992 with  
twenty eight members and have 
increased our membership since 
then to around fifty. During those 
years our members have won 
quite a few competitions, mainly 
with craft and short stories. Our 
biggest success being our  
millennium collage, which is  
displayed in the library and was 
exhibited in the National  
Federation of WI's Exhibition at 
Tatton Park in 2000 and featured 
in National's 2001 Calendar.  
 

Let's hope it is not too long before we can join up again and 
meet our friends face to face. Our programme for 2021 is 
booked, although it does look as if it will have to be postponed 
once again. When we are able to meet, I'm sure we shall be  
raring to go and ready to participate in events and competitions 
as well as listening to the interesting speakers booked and ready 
to come along.  
 

Meetings, when we can start again, are in York House, London 
Road at 2.15pm on the first Tuesday of every month. Visitors are 
welcome, give us a ring or email, or just come  along. Contact 
Janet Baxter (01908 313677) or Gill Williams (01908 563684) or 
e-mail: Gill.williams@fsml.co.uk for further details. 
 

Gill Williams, Stony Stratford WI  
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 News from Russell Street School 
 

Russell Street School have just completed a very exciting  
project, working with local carpenter/sculptor Ian Freemantle. 
Ian designed and built this fantastic structure to replicate Stony 
Stratford High Street. We usually enjoy visiting our local High 
Street but due to the current restrictions we have been unable 
to, so we have brought the High Street to the children! Many 
thanks to our local businesses, Odell's, Willis Flowers and The 
Bean in Stony, who have kindly donated resources to bring our 
High Street to life! We are really looking forward to fully  
reopening and being able to see the children enjoying this 
unique resource. If you are a local business that would like to 
get involved in this wonderful project, please contact Ellie 
Ingrouille at Russell Street School. 

Schools in Stony Stratford 
Due to the schools being closed in 
January, many children had to 
adapt to learning remotely. In  
conjunction with SMSG we  
arranged an art project to brighten 
up our town. Each week had a  
different theme and the children 
really enjoyed showing off their 
artistic talents. 

 
Naace Mark 
Last term we once again were successful in gaining our NAACE 
mark. The NAACE mark has been held by the school for the last 
11 years and recognises our commitment to teaching computing 
and other STEM subjects in school.  
 

We offer places at school for children aged 3-7 years. If you are 
interested in your child attending Russell Street, please see our 
website for further information: 
www.russell-street-school.co.uk. 

The Adventures Continue 
It may have been a long time since members 
of Girlguiding have met together face to face, 
but all of our units are still meeting virtually 

every week and having some amazing adventures. We have 
been making lava lamps, mug cakes and armpit fudge during 
virtual meetings and had guest speakers and virtual sleepovers.  
 

Every quarter Girlguiding send through a new challenge which is 
for anyone to try at home, so if you need a break from home-
schooling or just something different to do then head over to 
www.girlguiding.org.uk/what-we-do/adventures-at-home/ and 
follow the link to the challenge section. In this quarters  
challenge Girlguiding has teamed up with our friends at the  
Royal Astronomical Society to create the stargazing challenge, 
with a stargazing fact sheet for you to download. For younger 
children they have information about stargazing and a challenge 
to keep a daily space journal, and for older children advice and 
how-to guides on astrophotography. 
 

By the time this is published we would have celebrated one of 
the most important days to us, which falls on 22nd February, 
World Thinking Day. Last year units from across Milton Keynes 
rallied outside John Lewis and walked down to the Rose in 
Campbell Park where a pillar in the Rose marks out World  
Thinking Day. This year Thinking Day will be held virtually, 
(which will certainly be a lot warmer!); we will light a candle to 
think about all Girlguiding across the world. Girlguiding is part of 
the association of girl guides and girl scouts, an organisation 
with over 10 million members across 145 countries. Thinking 
Day helps to raise awareness of global issues and collects funds 
to ensure that girls from across the world have a safe  
environment and access to fantastic opportunities. For more 
information or to donate to the Thinking Day fund go to: 
www.girlguiding.org.uk/what-we-do/events-and-opportunities/
regular-girlguiding-events/world-thinking-day/what-is-world-
thinking-day.      
 

Even though we are only meeting virtually at the moment, our 
online membership services are still open, so if you would like to 
register your daughter for either Guides (age 10-14), Brownies 
(age 7-10) or Rainbows (age 5-7), or if you would like further 
information on each section, please go to: www.girlguiding.org  
.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter.   
  

Youth Network MK; Youth Provisions at York House Centre 
As we are currently unable to run our normal ‘open 
access’ youth clubs, we have been offering ‘support 
sessions’ for up to 15 young people at York House on 
Monday evenings from 5.30-7pm. These sessions are 
for young people who may be struggling with  
current restrictions and whose parents/guardians 

feel would benefit from a social outlet and we still have some 
places. NB. As this is not open access, please do not just turn up. 
Please either call Debra on 07483 107016 to talk it through, or 
email Sam on info@ynmk.org. YNMK Zoom sessions for those 
who do not wish to attend the support sessions are Mondays 6-
7pm. Join us on Zoom for quizzes, charades, scavenger hunts, 
fitness videos, chat and much more! All parents/guardians 
should have received the login via email but if you haven't, 
please contact us. We are really looking forward to the open 
access Junior and Senior Youth Clubs re-opening at York House 
once it's safe to do so and we will be in touch as soon as things 
change. Please contact Debra or Sam as above if you need any 
further information.   
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Classic Stony: Sunday 6th June, 9.30am to 4pm 
Our informal gathering 
of classic, vintage and 
military motor  
vehicles, and motor 
cycles is hoped to take 
place as usual with 
your kind co-operation. 
Who knows what the  
format might be, but 
rest assured whatever 
the regulations are at 
that time, they will be observed. Again held as part of 'Stony 
Live' hopefully including 'live music', if only. Supporting as usual 
our local Hospice at Willen. We will keep you up to date, but 
please feel free to visit us at www.classicstony.co.uk, or 
our Facebook group. Keep safe. 
Ray Cobley, on behalf of the Event Team 
   

StonyLive 2021 – The Road to Recovery 
We, the cock-eyed optimists on 
the StonyLive! committee, are 
working on making the festival 
happen this year – pandemic 

permitting, of course. Whatever restrictions may still be in 
place, we believe it will be possible to have a StonyLive! festival 
of some sort from June 5th to June 13th this year. We see three 
broad possibilities: - Continuing lockdown, so any events would 
need to be live streams of performances. 
- Varying degrees of restrictions in which venues are allowed to 
open, perhaps with some limitations. In this case it could be 
possible for venues to host events with smaller attendance, or 
to provide facilities for live streaming or videos to an audience, 
whilst offering refreshments.  
- “Normality” (or as near as it gets to it). 
 

So, can we tempt you, the performers, creative community of 
Stony and the supportive venue owners to make StonyLive!  
happen? What sort of event do you think you could organise? 
Live? Streaming? Video? We welcome your thoughts, and we 
will help you wherever we can. Email jukeofstony@gmail.com 
with any ideas as to how StonyLive! can continue its great  
tradition. 

Full Council   
When:      18 May 2021    
Who goes: All councillors, Lynne Compton (Town Clerk), 
 & Karen Hiser (DTC)   
Planning 
When:   27 April 2021  
Who goes: Cllr Roy Adams, Cllr Paul Bartlett, Cllr Simon 
 Cherrill, Cllr June Payne, Cllr Pete Thornburgh, & 
 Town Clerk Lynne Compton  
Projects 
When:   6 April & 4 May 2021  
Who goes: Cllr Paul Bartlett, Cllr Bianca Bendig-Ceesay, Cllr 
 Cliff Brett, Cllr June Payne, Cllr Pete Thornburgh, 
 Cllr Keith Tilley, Cllr Tom Welch & DTC Karen Hiser 
Finance & HR 
When:   20 April 2021  
Who goes: Cllr Roy Adams, Cllr Bianca Bendig-Ceesay, Cllr Cliff 
 Brett, Cllr Robert Gifford, Cllr Keith Tilley, Cllr Tom 
 Welch & Town Clerk Lynne Compton 
Property Development 
When:      To be advised   
Who goes:    Cllr Cliff Brett, Cllr Simon Cherrill, Cllr Robert 
     Gifford, 3 outside representatives & Town Clerk 
      

The Town Council and its committees use different meeting venues 
in the parish. Always check the venue on the Meeting Notice. This 
can be found on the noticeboards: in front of Budgens, outside 
SMSG School in Galley Hill, on Slade Lane in Fullers Slade and the 
office. You can also go to www.stonystratford.gov.uk/Town Council 
Meetings to view the Meeting Notice and papers.  
 

If you have any ideas, comments or concerns please contact us at:  
Stony Stratford Town Council 
5-7 Church Street, Stony Stratford, MK11 1BD 
Open: Monday - Friday 10am - 3pm 
tel: 01908 566726, email: office@stonystratford.gov.uk 
website: www.stonystratford.gov.uk 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/StonyStratfordTownCouncil 
 

Town Crier News: Please contact Melanie Hyde,  
email: info@stonystratford.gov.uk for Town Crier and website 
news. Summer 2021 Issue 74 - Distributed by end June 2021.  
Copy deadline: 15 May - covers news and forthcoming events from 
1 July - 30 September 2021. 

TTTooowwwnnn CCCooouuunnnccciiilll MMMeeeeeetttiiinnngggsss 
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WWWhhhaaattt’’’sss OOOnnn 
Riverside Fair: Sadly we have cancelled 
this year's Riverside Fair in June. Safety 
measures that will still be necessary to 
stop the spread of Covid 19 will be  
impossible for us to implement. However, 
there is good news - we are planning an 
event for a Saturday afternoon in  
September in our usual style, that is, free 
for children to come along and enjoy 
themselves. The Parks Trust are helping us 
to plan so 
fingers 
crossed for 
a super  
afternoon 
on the  
lovely Mill 
Field! More 
details of this event will be available in the 
next issue. Riverside Parks Group 
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Telephone: 01908 566726, email: office@stonystratford.gov.uk 
There are likely to be 3 Town Council vacancies. Please visit: 

www.stonystratford.gov.uk/about-us/elections-2021 for information 
 

www.nalc.gov.uk/elections  

The Town Council would like to thank Mason Edwards for kindly designing the front  
cover graphics, & Kate Davies for the beautiful cover photographs.   


